
Abstract: Capitalizing upon Pragmatism, Pierre Bourdieu and Practice Theory, the
relationship between body, habit, practice, rituals and its bearing on the creation of
symbolic objects and cultural artifacts is analyzed from a neuro-pragmatist approach,
which emphasizes the procedural and implicit forms of human cognition. The
suggested gradual transition from tool-making to symbol-making, grants the following:
1) It shows that utilitarian and symbolic behavior are both chapters of the same
cognitive technology trajectory; 2) It doesn’t require one to assume that symbol-
making is the late externalization of a previously existing inner symbolic thought,
because symbolic thought and symbol-making are the co-constructive outcome of the
development of shared performative practices and habits; 3) It is fully compatible with
the neurobiological characterization of human relational potentialities as instantiated
by embodied simulation. It is proposed that through the repetition, combination and
memorization of particular shared behaviors and actions, and their mimetic
ritualization, the social group infuses new cultural meanings into reused bodily
performances.
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